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_ NEW HAMPSHIRE 
_ STATE LIBRARY. 


“LITTLETON, N, Peery 
me REPUBLIC JOURNAL PRESS, Neat 
be ran 


Annual Report 


of the 
Town of Stratford, N.H. 
for the year ending 


February 20, 1908 


TOWN OFFICERS 


SELECTMEN 
F. L. Kenney H. W. Mason F. S. Whitney 


TOWN CLERK 
E. B. Fuller 


TOWN TREASURER 
J. C. Pattee 


SCHOOL BOARD 
@.-D: Platt Jace Hittchins G. R. Magoon 


COLLECTOR OF TAXES 
ort oe Onn ALY 


ROAD COMMISSIONERS 
A. D. Norcott Harry Brown * J. M. Stone 


LIBRARY TRUSTEES 
wt, Pattee GD. Platt G. R. Magoon 


BOARD OF HEALTH 


F. W. Evans J Gast attee A. L. Wheeler 

: SUPERVISORS 

fas. Ecutchins G. E. Twohey Aba Kugelman 
AUDITORS 


Cy Ht. - Clark H. L. Hinman 


SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


INVENTORY 

Polls, .268, ¢ 26800 
Improved and unimproved lands and buildings, 334395 
Horses, 264, 14685 
Oxen, 10, 435 
Cows a0 ere 11005 
Other neat stock, 150, 2125 
Sheep, 173, 546 
Hogs, 2, Ze 
Carriages, 2, 600 
Value stock in banks and other corporations 

in this state, 11800 
Money on hand, at interest, or on deposit, 3350 
Stock in trade, 18650 
Aqueducts, mill and machinery, | 4050 

Total assessed valuation Apr. 1, 1907 $42 8463 


AMOUNT OF TAXES ASSESSED 


State tax, $ 960 
County tax, 955 
Town expenses, 300 
Highways and bridges, 1325 
Memorial Day expenses, 150 
For public libraries, 150 
For support of schools, required by law, 1440 
For support of schools, more than required by law, 2200 
To repair schoolhouses, ~ 100 
For school books and supplies, 500 


For wire for highways, 100 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


00 
00 
00 
00 


00 


00 
65 
00 
44 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


00° 


: 
To replank bridge across Conn. River at. 
Stratford Hollow, $ 150 00 


To repair No. Stratford schoolhouse, 1000 00 
To purchase Johnson lot, 300 00 
To build concrete bridge across Bog Brook at 
Stratford Hollow, 1000 00— 
Overlay, 79 71 
Total taxes assessed, $10710 80 


Rate per cent of taxation, Peo ; 


TREASURER’S REPORT... 


Cash on hand March Ist, 1907, $1627 
Total receipts during year, 15953 
$17581 
DISBURSEMENTS. 
Total disbursements during year, $14775 
Cash on hand March Ist, 1908, _ 2805 
$17581 
RECEIPTS. 
1907 

Mar. 1 Cash on hand, $1627 
H. F. Connary, collector, 10710 

J. C. Hutchins, poll tax 1906, collected, 2 

Laura Johnson’s estate, trust fund, 100 

License commissioners, mB 

Haven Shoff, rent to 1907, 2 

KE. B. Fuller, dog tax, 79 

Laura Johnson fund, 2364 

Railroad tax, 545 

Savings Bank tax, 540 

Library fund, 196 

School fund, 215 

F. L. Kenney, rebate on freight, 5 

Chas. P. Stinson, rent 1907, 1 

W. R. Brown, rent 1907, 3 


J. C. Pattee, fines and costs, policecourt, 85 


Laura Johnson estate, 


5 


$17581 


68 


03 


03 


June _ 


July 


Sept. 


Oct. 


Nov. 


¥513 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


F. B. Flanders, printing town reports, 

J. W. Connary, highway, . 

W. W. Roberts, highway, 

J. M. Stone, highway, 

H. W. Mason, moving lockup and 
schoolhouse, 

Harry Brown, highway, 

H. T. Connary, barbed wire, 

Stone and Wheeler, highway, 

J. M. Stone, highway, 

Chas. A. Curtis, highway, 

S. H. Holmes, police, 

F. L, Kenney, planking bridge, 

John Hadlock, repairs, road machine, 

H. L. Hinman, police badge, 

C. D. Platt, Memorial Day, 

Harry Brown, highway, 

J. M. Stone, highway, 

Adna Shoff, working in cemetery, 

J. M. Stone, highway, 

FE. D. Young, on bridge, 

E. D. Young, on bridge, 

O’Brion, Mitchell and Stockwell, 
examining Henry Curtis, | 

E. D. Young, on bridge, 

EK. D. Young, on bridge, 

Fred Cross, on lockup, 

H. T. Connary, express, 

E. D. Young, balance on bridge, 

H. T. Connary, wire, 

Henry Brown, work in cemetery, 

Harry Brown, highway, 

Edson C. Eastman, blanks, 

United Construction Co., iron for bridge, 


$20 
25 
10 
58 


Nov. 13 


Dec. 


30 


8 


Fred Cross, on police court room, 
E. E. Connary, highway, 

F. N. Stone, bounty on bear, 
David Stone, bounty on bear, 
Frank Parker, bounty on two bears, 
F. S. Whitney, wire, 

State tax, , 

Everett Hanks, highway, 

H. EK. Connary, highway, 

H. B. Johnson, highway, 

Earl Brown, highway, 

Harry Brown, highway, 


~ Fred Cross, police court room, 


J. M. Stone, highway, 
S. F. Brown, highway, 


Paid Henry Brown, highway, 

B. Emery, highway, 

W..R. Brown, highway, 

J. I. Crown, school money, 

A. D. Norcott, highway, 

Geo. M. Stevens & Son, insurance, 
Geo. M. Stevens & Son, insurance, 


J. I. Crown, school money, 


N. M. Johnson, work on lockup, 
Frank Smith & Co., sewer pipe, 
Willie Young, lighting lanterns, 
G. R. Mason, work on highway, 
G. R. Mason, work in cemetery, 
C. D. Platt, cedar posts, 

Will McMann, sheep killed, 
Willie Young, highway, 

W. L. Hoskins, highway, 

A. L. Wheeler, dog constable, 
W. R. Brown, sheep killed, 
Harry Brown, highway, 


x 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
25 
00 
00» 
19 
62 
00 
25 
00 
00 
00 


48 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
90 
00 
00 
95 
40 
50 
00 
60 


64 


50 
50 
60 
00 
84 


9 


Feb. 15 Richard Beattie, searching for Curtis, 


17 


Holman A. Drew, taking prisoner to jail, 


C. C. O’Brion, County charge, 

Drew, J. S., and Morris, legal services, 
Dr. E. F. Brown, County charge, 

E. C. Eastman, order book, 

Dr. F. W. Evans, health officer, 

J. M. Stone, highway, 

G. R. Magoon, school board, 

C. D. Platt, school board, 

H. W. Curtis, highway, 

F. L. Kenney, burial permits, 

W.R. Brown, return of marriages, 

E. S. Coller, return of marriages, 

Mrs. M. E. Brown, return of births, 

J. D. Blodgett, highway, 

Ira B. Hoskins, water trough, 

Chas. McMann, highway, 

W. G. Brent, police, | 

F. S. Whitney, selectman, 

H. W. Mason, highway, 

H. W. Mason, selectman, 

F. L.. Kenney, selectman, 

H. B. Hinman, costs in criminal cases, 
H. B. Hinman, moving lockup, 

Ed Daley, tramp bill, 

. E. Rowell, looking up records, 
. D. Norcott, highway, 

. H. Curtis, highway, 
a Curtis, wood, 

. L. Hoskins, water trough, 
ans 

a= G 

Es h 

agit oS 

Hep 


SQOPD 


Kimball, plank, 
Kimball, highway, 
Kimball, plank, 

Fuller, returns of deaths, 


eg ae 


Fuller, recording births and deaths, 


10 


Feb. 17 . B. Fuller, town clerk, 

. T. Connary, abatements, 

_C. Hutchins, furniture, 

. C. Hutchins, supervisor, 

. C. Hutchins, school board, 

. C. Hutchins, use of hearse, 

. C. Hutchins, water for fountain, 
E. W. Evans, births and deaths, 
C. C. O’Brion, births and deaths, 
E. EK. Twombly, births and deaths, 
W.H. Leith, births and deaths, 
F. De Sarint, 

E. F. Brown, 

24 H. T. Connary, collecting taxes, 
H. T. Connary, abatements, 
County tax, 

J. C. Pattee, goods, 

J. C. Pattee, costs in criminal cases, 
J. C. Pattee, burial permits,. 

J. C. Pattee, treasurer, 

A. Boville, care of prisoner, 

Library trustees, 

J. I. Crown, school order; 


bie eye ei ale 


SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS. 


Cash on hand, 

License commissioners, 

Laura Johnson estate trust fund, 
Dog tax, 

Railroad tax, 

Savings Bank tax, 

Literary fund, 

School fund, 

Rent on public land, 

Laura Johnson estate, 


OTF 
: 

27 

e 

ra) 

o 
150 
5050 


$14775 


$1627 
35 

100 

79 


00 


00 


ale) 
00 
00 
00 
00 
50 
75 
vas, 
50 
50 
Zo 
10 
00 
93" 
65 
00 
10 
00 
00 
00 
70 


14 


68 
48 
00 
70 
76 
25 
42 
03 
96 
72° 


ll 


Fines and costs, $85 
Rebate on freight, 5 
Collector of taxes, 10710 
Poll tax 1906, 2 

$17581 

SUMMARY OF DISBURSEMENTS. 

Support of schools, | . $7504 
Stratford Hollow bridge, 1397 
Highways and bridges, 1822 
Police court and lockup, 356 
County tax, . 977 
State tax, 960 
Abatements, 115 
Bounty on bears, 20 
County poor, 39 
Insurance, 150 
Public library, 150 
Collecting taxes, 107 
Town officers, 364 
Memorial Day, 144 
Sheep killed by dogs, 20 
Barbed wire, 103 
Planking Ct. R. bridge, 107 


Miscellaneous, 384 


$14775 


86 
32 
80 
05 


03 


70 
55 
eat 
07 
35 
00 
00 
00 
00 
90 
00 
10 
oA, 
07 
64 
78 
73 
11 


14 


12 


ASSETS. 
Cash on hand, 
Due from state bounties, 
Due from state highway fund, 
Due from county, 


LIABILITIES. 


N. D. Piper, trust fund, 
Laura Johnson, trust fund, 
Laura Johnson, trust fund, © 
Balance in favor of town, 


$2805 89 
40 00 
587 81 
99 40 


$3533 10 


$150 00 
100 00 
2369 72 
913 38 


$3533 10 


JoHN C. PATTEE, Town Treas. 


STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


To the inhabitants of the School District of Stratford qual- 


ified to vote in district affairs: You are hereby noti- 
fied to meet at the town house in said town on Tues- 
day, March 10 next at one o’clock in the afternoon to 
act upon the following subjects: 


To choose a moderator for the ensuing year. 
To choose a clerk for the ensuing year. 


To choose a member of the School Board for the en- 
suing three years. 

To choose a treasurer of the School Board for the en- 
suing year. 

To see what sum of money the District will vote to 
raise for school books, supplies and fuel. 

To see what sum of money the District will vote to 
raise to repair schoolhouses. 

To hear the reports of agents, auditors or committees 
heretofore chosen and pass any vote relative thereto. 
To choose agents, auditors or committees relative to 
any article in this warrant. 


North Stratford, N. H. Feb. 24, 1908. 


Chas. D. Platt, ) School Board 
Joum ©, tittchins,; ‘7 of 
Garvin R. Magoon, ) Stratford 


19 


20 


SCHOOL REPORT. 


JOHN I. CRowN, TREASURER. 


RECEIPTS. 


To cash on hand, 


Received of:.J. iC. cHutchinsaby 


check on loss by fire on school - 
house, 


Lottie Marshall, tuition, 

Robert Marshall, tuition, 

D. S. Currier, treasurer of school 
district No. 1, 

Harold Varney, tuition, 

Ina Brooks, tuition, 

Harriette Graham, tuition, 

Carlena Prescott, school supplies, 

John C. Pattee, town treasurer, to 
apply on school money, 

John C. Hutchins, tuition from suit 
against town of Brunswick, 


J.C. Pattee, town treasurer, for re- 
pairs on school house at North 
Stratford, 

J. C. Pattee, town treasurer, cash, 

J. C. Hutchins, tuition from An- 
thony Grogan, : 

J. CC. Pattee, town treasurer, in 
school orders, 

J. C. Pattee, town treasurer, in 
school orders, 


$ 258 


44 


00 
00 
00 


50 
00 
50 
00 


8 41 


1500 


85 


00 


30. 


OO 
00 


50 
91 


29 


Feb. 26 


27 


1907 
March 1 


nee 


1907 
May 11 
June 7 


14 


15 


15 


James Gilkey, on order given by 
School Commissioner town of 
Brunswick, tuition, 

John C. Pattee, town treasurer, bal- 
ance of school money for year 
of 1907, 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

Teachers’ salaries, winter term: 
Wyllian Cutler, teaching and board, 
Blanche Lamb, teaching and board, 

on order given her, 
Ruth Park, teaching and board, 
Ethel Dodge, teaching and board, 
Flora Hapgood, teaching and board, 
T. W. Watkins, teaching and board, 
Carlena Prescott, teaching and board, 
Wyllian Cutler, teaching, 
Blanche Lamb, teaching, 


$45 


2164 


$8106 


$ 15 


30 
180 
120 

84 
250 
138 

a3 

61 


Mrs. W. B. Atwell, teaching and board, 60 


Helen G. Martin, teaching and board, 


Teachers’ salaries, spring term: 
Wyllian Cutler, teaching, 
Mrs. Walter Drew, teaching, 
Carlena Prescott, teaching and board, 
Blanche Lamb, teaching and board, 
Wyllian Cutler, teaching and board, 
T. W. Watkins, teaching and board, 
Carlena Prescott, teaching, 
Wyllian Cutler, teaching, 
Blanche Lamb, teaching, 
Hattie Atwell, teaching and board, 
Mary Coyne, teaching and board in 
Johnson District, 


84 


$1115 


$ 40 
50 
10 
10 
10 

208 
105 
40 
66 
50 


70 


00 


50 
33 


00 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
33 
00 
00 


33 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
33 
00 
00 
11 
00 


00 


June 20 


Zo 
28 
July-5 
20 
Sept. 46 


1907 
Sept. 24 
Oct. 215 


23 
Dec. 13 


14 


1908 
Feb. 18 


20 


16 


Ethel Dodge, teaching 10 weeks at 


00 


00 
00 
00 
50 
00 


00 


94 


Stratford Hollow, $100 
Ruth_ Park, teaching 10 weeks at 
Stratford Hollow, 150 
Flora Hapgood, teaching and board, 70 
Alice Burnside, teaching and board, 120 
Mrs. Walter Drew, teaching, 17 
Grace Barnett, teaching and board, 60 
Alice Burnside, teaching 9 weeks at 
Merrill District, 90 
$1266 
Teachers’ salaries, fall term: 
T. W. Watkins, teaching, $ 20 


Carlena Prescott, teaching, 5 


Wyllian Cutler, teaching 35 
Laura Elms, teaching and board, Jo 
Wyllian Cutler, teaching, 20 
T. W. Watkins, teaching, 25 
Carlena Prescott, teaching, 7 
Wyllian Cutler, teaching, 10 
Miss Coburn, teaching, 2 
Wyllian Cutler, teaching and board, 110 
Carlena Prescott, teaching and board, 198 
Ethel Coburn, teaching and board, 99 
Ruth Park, teaching and board, 194 
T. W. Watkins, teaching and board, 285 
Mary Coyne, teaching and board, 104 
Mary Coyne, teaching and board, 8 
Ruby W. Davison, teaching and board, 225 
Laura Elms, teaching and board, 115 
Alice Burnside, teaching and board, 50 
Alice Burnside, teaching and board, 100 


$1651 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
50 
32 
54 
00 
00 


00 
00 
00 
00 


36 


1907 
March 1 
22 
30 
May 20 
June 14 
ees 13 


Ly. 


W. B. Atwell, salary as Supt., 


1907 School books and supplies: 


Mar. 30 
Apr. 24 
July 5 


Dec. 13 


14 


1908 
Feb. 18 
20 
25 


W. B. Atwell, printing and supplies, 

Garret & Spaulding, text books, 

Mrs. E. S. Cummings, printing and 
supplies, 

Atkinson, Mentzer & Grover, sup- 
plies, 

Will Whitcher, supplies, 

Isaac Walker, Ready Reference 
Register, 


F. S. Whitney, supplies, 

H. T. Connary, supplies, 

Oliver Ditson & Co., supplies, 
Edson C. Eastman, supplies, 

J. L. Hammet Co., supplies, 
Chas. E. Clark, supplies, 

Benj. H. Sanborn Co., text books, 
D. C. Heath & Co., text books, 
Rand McNally & Co., maps, 
Silver Burdett & Co., text books, 
L. E. Knott & Co., supplies, 
Melton Bradly Co., supplies, 

The Shoenhof Book Co., text books, 
A. H. Andrews Co., supplies, 
Allen & Bacon, text books, 


18 


1907 ‘Transportation of scholars: 


Mar. 22 


30 


Apr. 15 

18 
May 11 
June 14 


20 


Everett and Flora Stone, 
Florence Stone, 

Mattie Stinson, 

Jessie Curtis, 

Percy Dalbec, 

Grace Amey, 

Ethel P. Johnson, 
Charles H. Curtis, 
Ransom Severy, 

W. H. Dennis, 

Mike Wheeler, 

Fay Bucknam, 

Grace Amey, 

Flora and Everett Stone, 
Mattie Stinson, 

Jessie Curtis, 

Florence Stone, 

Ethel Johnson, 

Ransom Severy, 


Stone and Wheeler, for 9 weeks, 


Percy Dalbec, 


Charles Curtis, for 10 weeks, 
Will Dennis, for 10 weeks, 


Flora and Everett Stone, 


Florence Stone, for 14 weeks, 


Annie Connary, 


Jessie Curtis, 
Orrie Blodgett, 
Clinton Schoff, 
Ransom Severy, 
Frank Stone, 
Mike Wheeler, 


$ 759 


00 


00 
00 


00 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
25 
00 
Ps 
ao 
00 
50 
00 
00 
50 
50 
00 
50 
00 
50 


00 
00 
00 
00 
a5 
00 


50. 


19 


1907 Board and interest on loan: 


Mar. 1 


30 
Apr. 3 
18 
May 11 
20 
June 7 
26 


- 1908 
Feb. 25 


C. J. French, boarding teachers, 


<¢ c¢ 


John I. Crown, int. on loan, 


1907 Wood and labor on same: 


Mar. 25 
26 


30 
Apr. 18 


24 
May 11 


Dec. 13 


1908 
Feb. 18 


20 


23 


Chas. D. Platt, 8 cds. of wood 

Arthur Hapgood, hauling wood to 
Merrill school house, 

Chas. H. Craggy, 75 cds. of wood 
at $1.75 per cord, 

Sumner Chaffee, wood at Baldwin 
school, 

John I. Crown, fuel at Baldwin district, 

W. W. Roberts, wood at Baldwin 
district, 


Reuben Bronson, labor on wood 4 
days 5% hours at $1.75 a day, 


Frank N. Stone, wood at Merrill 


schoolhouse, 


William Stone, cutting wood at Mer- 
rill schoolhouse, 


Andrew Blodgett, wood at Stratford 
Hollow, 


Chas. D. Platt, wood, 


Elias Maybury, piling wood at school- 
house, 


C. H. Curtis, wood, 
Frank N. Stone, fuel, 


$84 


00 


50 


20 


1907 Janitor service: 


Mar. 22 
30 
April 3 
18 
19 
June 14 
20 
27 


July 11 


Aug. 9 


Dec. 16 


1908 
Feb. 18 


20 
25 


Helen G. Martin, janitor, 
W. G. Brent, janitor, 
Geo. H. Hardy, janitor, 


Howard Blodgett, janitor and kindlings, | 


Frank Stone, janitor, 

Everett Baldwin, janitor, 

Chas. McMann, janitor, 

Howard Blodgett, janitor, 

Geo. Hardy, janitor 10 weeks at 
Stratford Hollow, 

Cora Blodgett, janitor, 

Arthur Blodgett, janitor for 9 weeks at 
Merrill district, 

William Baldwin, janitor, 

Cora Blodgett, janitor, 

George H. Hardy, janitor at Stratford 
Hollow, fall term, 1907, 


Harold Varney, janitor at high school 
building 14 weeks, 

Carlos Parker, janitor, 

C. G. Atkinson, janitor, 


1907 Cleaning schoolhouses: 


July 1 


Dec. 13 

1908 
Jan. 4 
Feb. 20 


Henry Grant, cleaning schoolhouse 
and labor on wood, 
Mrs. John Nilan, cleaning schoolhouse, 


Mrs. A. N. Paquin, for same, 
Mary Parker, cleaning Merrill school- 
house, 
Elvira Hapgood, cleaning  school- 
house, 


21 


1907 Labor: 


June 8 
20 
Aug. 30 


30 


1908 
Feb. 18 


25 


Fred Cross, repairs on Stratford 
Hollow schoolhouse, 

Ella Stinson, setting glass, 

Bill Stone, setting glass, 

E. D. Young, building cellar at North 
Stratford schoolhouse, 

C. J. French, labor on school at North 
Stratford, 

E. D. Young, stove cellar contract, 

C. J. French, to apply on repairs, 

Herm. Shoff, labor on grading, 

Clinton Shoff, labor on grading school- 
house yard, 

Alfred Fuller, labor at schoolhouse 16 
days @ $1.75 per day, 

C. J. French, repairs on schoolhouse, 

Harry Irving, labor at schoolhouse 
on cold air boxes, 

Reuben Bronson, labor at schoolhouse 
on cold air boxes, 


EK. W. Baldwin, team work seeding 
school land yard, 

C. J. French, labor on schoolhouse, 

James L. Davidson, labor, 


1907 Real Estate purchase: 


Apr. 23 Chas. E. Clark, Johnson land, 
1908 Auditors: 


Feb. 25 


School Auditors, 


1907 Miscellaneous: 


et... ‘4 


T. W. Watkins, mileage in the pur- 
chase of equipments for laboratory, 
W. B. Atwell, express and postage, 


$100 


300 


100 


00 
15 
50 
00 
00 
00 
00 
oh 
50 


00 
00 


88 


00 


30 
00 
fis 


O1 


00 


00 


64 


85-8 


Nov. 14 
Dec. 13 


1908 
Feb. 18 


20 


22 


Amey & Hunt, services in suit with 
Brunswick, 
P. D. Beckwith Est., furnace, 


W. B. Atwell, telephone tolls, 

H. E. Stevens, spruce sheathing, 

M. C. & G. T. Agents, freight and 
express charges, 

Colebrook Lumber Co., five. cellar 
windows for schoolhouse, 

Mike Wheeler, banking schoolhouse, 

Samuel Parker, putting lock on Mer- 
rill schoolhouse, , 

Frank Platt, repairing bell at Strat- 
ford Hollow, 

Alvin L. Wheeler, cleaning closet, 

Coos & Essex Water Co., water service, 

Haywood Bros. & Wakefield Co., 
school seats, 

News & Sentinel, printing, 

J. H. Dudley, lumber, 

Oval & Koster, diplomas, 

Frank Smith & Co., lumber etc., 

Allen Tolman Co., slate blackboards, 

M.C. R. R. Agt., freight and express, 

John I. Crown, services as treasurer, 


5 


$802 


14 
70 


SUMMARY BY SCHOOL BOARD. 


Number of weeks of school, 378 
Number of schools, 11 
Number of male teachers, ut 
Number of female teachers, 10 
Number of different boys attending, 169 
Number of different girls attending, 178 
Whole number of pupils, 347 
Average cost per scholar, $15 86 
Average cost per week, $15 03 
ASSETS OF SCHOOL DISTRICT. 

Cash on hand, $64 32 
Tuition due from Columbia, 48 00 
Supplies due from Columbia, 35 78 
Tuition due from Bloomfield, 196 00 
Tuition due from H. H. Stevens, 14 00 
Tuition due from Fred Stevens, 22050 
Tuition due from Horace Spencer, 5250) 
Tuition due from Joseph Wheeler, 730 
Tuition due from Joseph Parrow, 7 50 
Tuition due from Frank Marshall, 15 00 

$463 10 

LIABILITIES OF SCHOOL DISTRICT. 

Amount due L,. F. Moore, $27 65 
Amount due Ginn & Co., 1 De 
Amount due J. C. Hutchins, lumber and paint, 17230 
Amount due Randall & McAllister, coal, 142 53 
Amount due Am. Book Co., 49 80 
Amount due Edward Babb & Co., text books, 191 57 
Amount due P. D. Beckwith estate, furnace, 123 79 


SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT. 


To the members of the Board of Education: 


GENTLEMEN: I herewith submit my second annual 
report, the second in the series for Stratford. 


Last spring the town of Columbia was admitted to the 
supervisory district. The district now includes Colebrook 
special district, Columbia, Stratford, and Northumberland. 

In the spring the triangular lot south of the school- 
house in North Stratford was purchased for school pur- 
poses. In the summer the lot was graded and rolled, so 
that now the students have a spacious playground. 

It was found necessary to secure new seats and desks 
for the primary and grammar grades. ‘The Board of Educa- 
tion very wisely selected a very durable style of adjustable 
desks. They have proven very satisfactory. After the schools 
began it was found necessary to open up another room and 
secure another teacher. We took a few desks from each 
of the two lower rooms and placed them in the physical 
laboratory. We used the books that had been used by the 
other teachers. The only additional expense was the extra 
salary, and even this was not wholly extra for last year we 
had to have an assistant to Miss Prescott, so that the only 
additional expense was the difference in salary between 
that of an assistant and a regular teacher. 

Last year we found it impossible to heat the whole 
building satisfactorily. Some of the rooms had to close, at 
different times, for a session because of the cold.. We 
found it expedient, therefore, to install a small furnace for 
the use of the primary room, high school assistant’s room, 
and-the toilets. Then in the fall the old furnace gave out 
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and we could not heat the rest of the building. We there- 
fore had to replace the old heater, which was found to be 
worn out. It had been doing considerable more work than 
it was intended to do, and consequently did not last as long 
as it otherwise would have. ‘Then came the question of 
fuel. At the present price of wood it was thought to be 
more economical to burn coal instead. The expense of the 
new heating apparatus and the purchasing of coal were 
something that we had not figured upon, but we found it 
absolutely necessary to make the changes. It has since 
proven to be good judgment, for the expense of heating the 
building this year has been less than last year. Now these 
expenses above mentioned are of course abnormal for this 
year, and are something that in all probability will not 
draw upon our resources again for several years. 

In regard to the bill for school books and supplies, we 
found that we had slightly exceeded the appropriation. 
The State Department of Public Instruction required us to 
purchase more apparatus for our physical laboratory, and 
of course we had to live up to the requirements and make 
the suggested purchases. Our two lower classes in the 
high school are larger than they have been before, there- 
fore we had to secure several additional text-books to 
supply the pupils. We shall not have to add much along 
this line for next year. Our work in English for last year 
was not satisfactory to the state department. We did not 
have a sufficient number of books for the literature side of 
the subject. We have remedied the defect. Here is an- 
other expense that we shall not have next September. It 
is the privilege of a local school board to say how much of 
any given subject shall be given in a high school. The 
state department has certain regulations in regard to this 
matter which a local school board has to see is carried out. 

This year there have been two schools less in session 
than last or rather for a part of the year. Families moving 
away from Meridan Hill left only two pupils to attend 
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school in that section of the town. It was not thought 
wise to open a school for two pupils so we made arrange- 
ments with the town of Columbia upon Satisfactory terms 
whereby these pupils could attend the school kept by that 
town. ‘The Baldwin district and the Center schools were 
united, the pupils from the former being transported by 
carriage. This seems to be a wise move. By combina- 
tions the teacher has not much extra work. Pupils will do 
better work if there are more in their classes for then they 
have something to stimulate them, again there comes the 
spirit of rivalry and emulation. ‘Transportation for- the 
pupils attending the schools at the Hollow and Merrill dis- 
trict has been conducted as formerly. = 

The teaching force for the present year is somewhat 
different from last year. Miss Blanche Lamb resigned as 
assistant in the high school. Miss Ruth Park succeeded 
her, being transferred from the Hollow. Miss Ruby Davi- 
son, a Plymouth graduate, succeeded Miss Park. Miss 
Ethel Dodge resigned to finish her course already begun at 
the Gorham Normal School. We secured Miss Laura 
Elms, also from the Plymouth Normal School, to fill the 
vacancy caused by Miss Dodge’s resignation. Miss Davi- 
son and Miss Elms are continuing the policy laid out by 
Miss Park and Miss Dodge and the school is beginning to 
show the effects of the combined efforts of both sets of 
teachers. The school at the Hollow is slowly but surely 
progressing and advancing. ‘The residents of the Hollow 
are to be congratulated on having so efficient teachers to 
work for their children. Miss Alice Burnside returned to 
the. Merrill School for another year, and is doing good 
work there. The classes seem to be carefully graded and 
approaching the mark set for each grade. Miss Mary 
Coyne withdrew because of illness in her family. Miss 
Hortense Quimby, a graduate of our high school, took her 
place. . 1 am sure that our teaching force is equal to any in 
the. state, That other. towns consider our. teachers very: 


27. 


capable is shown by the number of offers they have had to 
go to other places. I know of offers having been made by’ 
the cities of Manchester and Rochester and the town of 
Lancaster. let 

The schools are prospering and advancing as rapidly 
as we have a right to expect. We cannot get results as 
quickly in intellectual affairs and training as we can in 
things done manually. We are headed in the right direc- 
tion and will ultimately attain our goal. We still use the 
State Program of Studies adopted by the Board of Educa- 
tion a year ago. According to that each of the first four 
grades should read from five to ten sets of books, and each 
of the upper classes should read from three to eight sets. 
We need more reading material for each grade. 

In taking up my work I began at the foundation or in 
the lower grades to build up our school system. There 
the principal stress is laid upon reading. I have found by 
experience that the principal reason why many pupils do 
not do better work in the upper grades is because they can- 
not read. They can pronounce nearly all the words but 
that doesn’t constitute reading. Nearly all of us can take: 
a dictionary and pronounce all the words in one column 
arid then go down the next and so on, but we should not 
call that-reading. By reading we mean ability to get 
thoughts from a printed or written page. I once visited a 
school where the class in reading was on the floor. The 
story was about a ship-wreck. I noticed that the pupils 
pronounced nearly all the words correctly. After they had 
finished the selection I asked a few questions. Not one 
in the class was able to give a correct idea of what had 
been read, for they had been so interested in pronouncing 
the words that they could not get the thoughts about the 
wreck. This illustration shows what I mean by the pupils 
not being able to read. I have given several examina- 
tions to the different grades and found them to be entirely 
at sea unless the teacher read the question or problem, 
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showing by the inflection of her voice what was required. 
Is it any wonder then that the students do not do better 
work in and get what they should from their language, 
grammar, geography, arithmetic, physiology or history? 
The first two or three years are given mostly to the 
mechanics of reading. By the end of the fourth year, the 
pupil should be able to read fluently almost any ordinary 
material that may be placed in his hands. I have found 
during the winter, by investigation, that third grade pupils 
can and do read the newspapers understandingly. By 
improving the reading all other subjects have improved 
considerably. 
Another subject that has received considerable atten- 
tion is arithmetic. We all recognize the value of this 
study. Nearly all of us need it to some extent in our daily 
transactions, and besides this it is one of the best subjects 
in the curriculum for developing a logical and well ordered 
mind. We made a change in text books in the fall of 1906, 
and they have worked out satisfactorily. The problems 
are not for mental gymnastics, but to train the child to 
think and act for himself. Nearly all the problems are 
taken from the trades, commerce and industries, combining 
the processes of arithmetic with valuable information. I 
have tried to make the study of arithmetic a common sense 
one, to have the teachers show that it is not merely a 
manipulation of figures. Children too often think it is a 
case of addition, subtraction, multiplication or division 
with no extra thought. I went into a school a short time 
ago and asked the class in arithmetic to find by measure- 
ment and computation how many cubic feet of wood the 
box stove would hold. The body of the stove was eight 
or ten inches from the floor, yet every single pupil took for 
the height the distance from the floor to the top of the 
stove, yet they had no difficulty at all in finding the cubical 
contents of any solid from figures given in the book. We 
want to make the study of arithmetic a reality. . 
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We have also given considerable attention to spelling. 
Our words are taken, for the most part, from the pupils’ 
written work. First of all the child needs to learn to spell 
the words that he uses regularly as a part of his vocabulary. 
When he gets so he can spell correctly all the words that 
he uses ordinarily, then is the time to turn to some other 
source for his spelling lesson. It is of no use to give him 
words that he neither knows the meaning of nor can com- 
prehend if explained, as too often has been the case. 

The penmanship throughout the town is rather poor. 
We have given special drill to this and I am glad to notice 
an improvement as a result. I suspect that good penman- 
ship will help out in spelling. The pupil will not want to 
spoil the looks of a well-written page by misspelled words. 
It is a most important part of education to drill upon the 
fundamentals. We have labored diligently along this 
line, and I have been gratified to see better results. 

I wish to take this opportunity to thank the citizens, 
teachers and members of the Board of Education for their 
valuable assistance in carrying out our plans for an efficient 
system of public schools. 


Respectfully submitted, 
WILLARD B. ATWELL. 
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